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Park & Recreation Commission
Town of Essex, CT

Specifications for Park & Ball Field Maintenance – 2008
I. General Requirements:

The properties listed in this proposal shall be cared for from the beginning of the Spring mowing/clean-up season (April, 2008) until the end of the Fall mowing/leaf clean-up season (November 2008).  It is the intent of these specifications  that the contractor will have the responsibility to keep the Town of Essex’s park and playfield facilities neat, clean and well-maintained in all respects.  The Commission reserves the right to reject any and all cost proposals from the contractor.
II. Scope of Services:

Maintenance of the properties shall consist of the following:

1. Essex Municipal Park -  Spring and Fall complete clean-up, weekly mowing and debris/litter pickup, and soil aeration, along with Spring & Fall 100% organic fertilization programs.  No herbicides or pesticides for environmental protection.

2. Ivoryton Park  - Spring and Fall complete clean-up, weekly mowing and debris/litter pickup, and soil aeration, along with Spring & Fall 100% organic fertilization programs.  No herbicides or pesticides for environmental protection.

3. Grove Street Park - Spring and Fall complete clean-up, weekly mowing and debris/litter pickup, and soil aeration, along with Spring & Fall 100% organic fertilization programs.  No herbicides or pesticides for environmental protection.

4. Sunset Pond Area - Spring and Fall complete clean-up, weekly mowing and debris/litter pickup. No herbicides or pesticides for environmental protection.  Hole hazard fill-in.

5. Comstock Field - Spring and Fall complete clean-up, weekly mowing (including the area to the left of the roadway adjacent to the stream areas, and behind the fence adjacent to the left field foul line of the Babe Ruth League field).  Spring and Fall slow release fertilization of the entire property, Spring broadleaf weed control, and post-emergent crabgrass control.  Raking, dragging, regrading, herbicide treatment of the infields as needed to prevent weed growth and insure a safe and smooth playing surface.  Grub control if recommended and approved.  Top dressing of any low areas, adding sandy loam to alleviate hazards.  Any weeds which are present in spring shall be removed from the infields.  Control and removal of weed growth in areas beneath bleachers and adjacent areas.  Occasional trimming/cutback of vines along fences.
6. Hubbard Field - Spring and Fall complete clean-up and weekly mowing. Spring and Fall slow release fertilization of the entire property, Spring broadleaf weed control, and post-emergent crabgrass control.  Raking, dragging, regrading, herbicide treatment of the infields as needed to prevent weed growth and insure a safe and smooth playing surface.  Grub control if recommended and approved.  Top dressing of any low areas, adding sandy loam to alleviate hazards.  Any weeds which are present in spring shall be removed from the infields.  Control and removal of weed growth in areas beneath bleachers, adjacent areas and around outbuildings.  Occasional trimming/cutback of vines along fences.  Report on operation of sprinkler system.  The Commission will notify the contractor regarding Little League Opening Day with enough advance to allow the Contractor to prepare for it.
7. Clarks Pond Area - Spring and Fall clean-up.  Mowing and debris pickup as needed.  No herbicides or pesticides for environmental protection.

8. Essex Town Hall and Essex Elementary School Tennis Courts  -  Spring clean-up of playing surfaces including removal of leaves and debris.  Weekly clean-up of playing surfaces with removal of all leaves and debris.  
9. Essex Elementary Softball Field – Preparation of playing field, plus weed control.  Maintenance of grass along first base line, backstop and third base line..

Parks & Recreation Director will keep contractor informed of special park event scheduling requiring service attention in a timely manner.

III. Specifications:

Clean-Ups: Spring & Fall complete clean-up shall include both pickup and removal of leaves, along with ground debris (litter, tree limbs, branches).  This service shall be conducted in April and November, without interfering with scheduled events
Mowing:   Parks and outfields will be mowed at 2.5”, infields will be mowed at 1.5 – 2”, depending on irrigation.
Soil Samples:  Analysis of soil samples form all parks will be provided to the Director prior to the first fertilization.

Seeding:  Turf-type slice or disk seeding to a depth of at least 1”.

Over-seeding: If  performed, will be done by mid-March, while soil is freezing during the night and thawing during the day.

Seed-mix:  Slice seeding or overseeding at a rate of 1 pound per 1,000 sq. feet.

Parks



Ball Fields

50% perennial rye

70% bluegrass


30% bluegrass


30% perennial rye


20% creeping red fescue
Fertilizer: 100% Sustain Organic treatments (5-2-4) in parks, with general purpose synthetic-type applied in playfields.  Spring playfield fertilization (19-3-6) application mid-May to early June.  Fall field application in September (34-3-11).

Aeration:  Hollow-tine penetrating root tines to a depth of 4 – 5”, with up to 9 cores being pulled per sq. ft., in late June (after ball field play finishes), in May for park areas.
Lime application: Lime to be determined by soil sample test results.
Playground wood chips: Hardwood, certified free of insects.

Herbicides & Pesticides (playfield areas only):  Follow guidelines of the Integrated Pest Management Program (IPMP); early in the day applications, only on a calm dry day, in selective areas, utilizing a spot application as needed instead of blanket spraying.  Dense turf remains the best herbicide and is the key to weed control and quality parklands.  Areas must be posted/flagged in strict accordance with all Federal EPA and State DEP regulations.  MSDS sheets should be on file with the Town of Essex.
Athletic infield mix:


With irrigation

Without irrigation

Skin infield

50% sand

30% sand


Crushed limestone (aka


30% loam

40% loam


athletic meal, or stone


20% clay

30% clay


dust) plus clay for a firm









surface.

Herbicides for weed control:  Post emergent, general type, Merit or brand equivalent, in early Spring when broadleaf weeds first occur.

IV. Billing and Payment:

Contractual services shall be invoiced, with payment divided into seven (7) installments, May to November.  The Contractor’s invoices shall include a detailed description of services rendered, recommendations for any repairs or improvements required, and a brief report on the condition of each park or field.
V. Base Bid (to be completed by Contractor):

Firm fixed price to maintain each property, as specified above, is proposed as follows:

Essex Municipal Park:

______________

Ivoryton Park:


______________

Grove Street Park:


______________

Sunset Pond Area:


______________

Comstock Field:


______________

Hubbard Field:


______________

Sunset/Clark’s Ponds:

______________

Tennis Courts:


_______________
Essex Elementary Field:

_______________



TOTAL:

______________

VI. Additional Services Bid Proposal (to be completed by the Contractor):

Services to be provided only after discussion with and written approval of Park & Rec Director:

Athletic mix, spread:

$_________/cubic yard

Hardwood mulch, spread

$_________/cubic yard

Topsoil spread


$_________/cubic yard

Fungicide treatment

$_________/ 1,000 sq. feet

Grub Control at Comstock Field $__________, Hubbard Field  $__________.
Slice-seeding (two directions)  Essex Mun. Park $________ Ivoryton Park $_______

Over-seeding       Essex Mun. Park $________ Ivoryton Park $_______

Stump removal:    $_______/hr.  

Park event clean-up (raking, topside, reseeding, trash pickup)  $______/hr.
Mowing at Grieder Field:     $__________ per

VII. General Conditions, Communications, and Cancellation:

All aspects of this agreement are subject to the following conditions:

1. General (applicable to all properties):  In addition to above basic services, the contractor shall perform a weekly visual inspection of each property to evaluate the condition of the grounds, fields, playground equipment, bleachers, fences, structures, etc.  If, during this inspection, it is determined that additional park maintenance beyond the scope of this agreement is required, the contractor will present a cost proposal to the Essex Park & Recreation Director.  The Director must approve any additional work.

2. Questions:  To clarify any issues or make any recommendations regarding the scope of services as specified above, please call Maryellen Barnes at the Town Hall, 767-4340, ext. 110.  

3. Communications: The contractor shall communicate with and report to the Town of Essex Park & Recreation Director.

4. Cancellation: Either party may cancel this agreement by giving the other party written notice thirty (30) days prior to the termination date.

5. Certificate of Insurance:  The contractor, upon acceptance of the bid and prior to commencement of any contractual services, shall provide a Certificate of Insurance to the satisfaction of the Town of Essex.  Coverage should include Comprehensive General Liability (including bodily injury) and a Broad Form of Property Damage, with limits of at least $500,000 per accident, incident or occurrence.

6. Environmental Protection:  Contractor must comply with all federal, state and local regulations pertaining to occupational health & safety and protection of the environment.  MSDS sheets on file with the Health Department.

7. Contract Renewal: A contract renewal option shall exist, for one year provided that 1) there is satisfactory performance by the contractor and 2)the contractor agrees to hold current pricing schedule with no more than a 3% cost increase.

VI.Signatures:

The undersigned accepts the specifications and general conditions stated above, and agrees to maintain the Essex Town Park & Rec facilities in a neat, clean and well-maintained condition, to the satisfaction of the Essex Park & Recreation Commission.

Contractor (signed upon submission of proposal):

Name:

__________________________________________

Company:
__________________________________________

Address:
__________________________________________

Date:

___________________________________________

For the Town of Essex (signed upon acceptance of proposal)

Name:

__________________________________________

Title:

__________________________________________

Date:

__________________________________________
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